I C Roddie
This is a short account of how the preclinical subjects have grown and developed since the foundation of the Belfast Medical School in 1835 and of some of the personalities who were involved (Fig 1) .
PROFESSORS OF ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY
In 1835 when the Foundation Chair in Anatomy and Physiology was established, the Foundation Professor, Dr J L Drummond, had the entire responsibility for all pre -clinical studies. For this task, we today employ seven-professors, 25 readers, senior lecturers and lecturers, four research officers, two research assistants, 39 technicians, six clerical officers and one computer programmer, 84 people in all. I would like to think that the teaching today is 84 times better than in 1835 but I suspect that this may not be so. THE His relative youth and lack of war service resulted in some initial difficulties in his dealings with ex -service men returning to take up medical duties after the First World War, but these were short-lived and for most of his career he was a charismatic figure who made a deep impression on the students he taught. His quiet speaking voice, his scholarly appearance and demeanour, held students in rapt attention at his lectures. He had an unusual approach to anatomy and his descriptions of the human body drew heavily on comparative anatomy and embryology. He had a way of saying things which made them memorable: in a lecture he might introduce a concept with a phrase such as 'you will remember from when you were dissecting the crocodile'. Like his predecessor Milroy, Henry Barcroft was an excellent, dedicated scientist and to him we owe most of our knowledge of the nervous control of human peripheral blood vessels. Like much work of genius, his had a deceptive simplicity, so that once it had been done it seemed obvious. He had the knack of being able to devise simple physiological questions which would give important and clearcut answers. His experiments and writing had a straightforward, lucid elegance which made them easy to undervalue; those, however, who familiarised themselves with his work were impressed by the quality of his mind and his undeviating determination to get things done. With limited staff and funding he managed a programme of research whose results have stood the test of time and make standard reading today. His contribution to science was recognised by his election to Fellowship of the Royal Society and to Honorary Membership of the Physiological Society. Recently the latter Society had a special ceremony to mark his 80th birthday. Basically a man of science, Barcroft had little interest in University administration: in this as in his researches, it could be said that he had a proper sense of priorities. class honours in 1937 and MB, BS, three years later. During his student days at St Mary's much of the teaching was didactic and called for little intellectual curiosity, but Greenfield's formidable and sensitive intelligence lent itself to enquiry and he was greatly influenced by the Professor of Physiology there, Arthur St G Huggett. Huggett encouraged his students to think about physiology in terms of scientific evidence, and Greenfield early became committed to the intellectual freedom and scientific honesty that physiology seemed to offer, commitments which never weakened with the years. This intellectual discipline was reinforced by working with Professor George Pickering, Professor of Medicine in St Mary's at the time, who argued and practised the belief that an open mind and an investigative approach were as relevant to clinical work as they were in the basic sciences. After his intern year, Greenfield returned to a lectureship in physiology at St Mary's, and at 31 was a very young appointment to the Chair of Physiology in Belfast in 1948. was in the middle of my pre-clinical studies when Greenfield came into post. He so impressed me that, when the opportunity to read for an intercalated BSc presented itself, I was anxious to read for it in physiology. It turned out to be one of the most formative years in my life and I was very fortunate to have had such a unique opportunity. Greenfield's time at Queen's was a time of great success not just for himself, for the medical school and the University, but on account of the great upsurge of interest in physiology which he generated in those fortunate enough to work with him. While personally modest, unselfish and selfdeprecating, he was intensely loyal, supportive and encouraging to his juniors. He built up their self-confidence, stimulated them to think independently, and encouraged them to take responsibility and not shrink from its duties. It may be no coincidence that so many of those influenced by Greenfield subsequently became Deans and/or held other professional administrative offices: Greenfield himself became first Dean at Nottingham; J T Shepherd became Dean at the Mayo Clinic and is now effectively its Director; R F Whelan became Dean at the University of Adelaide and later Vice-Chancellor at Western Australia and Liverpool; R S Coles became Clinical Dean at Bristol; W E Glover became Dean at the University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia, while I myself and A H G Love have been successive Deans of Medicine here at Queen's, and are to be followed by R G Shanks next session (Fig 3) . I suspect that much of this was due to Greenfield's influence on our careers. Scientifically, the Greenfield years were very productive. He continued and extended Barcroft's interests in the human peripheral circulation: indeed, he and his team laid much of the modern knowledge in this field of physiology and the department became one of the best known in the UK and beyond. The standard test for assessing the circulatory reflexes of astronauts is based on Greenfield's work on the effects of lower body suction on man. He will be remembered for his enthusiasm and his enormous capacity for hard work. He had excellent manual skills: in the workshop, his products were known for their ingenuity, simplicity and robustness; in the drawing office, his diagrams were known for their clarity. (Fig 4) .
PROFESSORS OF BIOCHEMISTRY
The emergence of biochemistry as a separate discipline came in 1924 with the endowment of the J C White Chair of Biochemistry. J C White was a former Lord Mayor of Belfast and, as well as the Chair, he endowed the 'J C White Laboratories' to accommodate staff on the north -east corner of the old chemistry building in the main quadrangle. 
